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Welcome Gyests!
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- Attendance cards are provided in the song-
book racks. Please fill one out, and they will
be picked up at the end of our service.

= Children, age 3 to 3rd grade, are invited to
participate in the Children’s Worship in
Rooms 22-23 when dismissed.

= Anursery is provided in Room 20 during the
worship for you and your small children.

« Audio tapes of today’s sermons will be avail-
able later in the week through the church
office for $1 per tape.

- Call 673-6776
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- Worship Services

- Bible Classes for all ages

- Fellowship Meals

- Monday Night for The Master

- Activities for all ages

- Pacesetters
- Youth
- Children
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What S Happenlng?
Sunday, December 9

Bible Class & Worship —9 & 10 am
Worship - 5 pm

Monday, December 10

Monday Night For The Master - cancelled
Tuesday, December 11

Pacesetters Christmas Party - 6 pm
Wednesday, December 12

Bible Class & Worship - 7 pm

Thursday, December 13

Men’s Breakfast - Towne Crier - 6:30 am
Friday, December 14

Ladies’ Breakfast — Towne Crier — 8:30 am

Nmouncemen ts

Missionary Visits

We are so happy to have Kin & Chrissy Lau here
with us today. Kin will be speaking this morning
and again tonight.

This is Aaron & Marisa Bailey’s last Sunday
here. They will be leaving Abilene on Monday
to continue their visits with other family while
here in the states.

We continue to enjoy Sarah Bailey who is
“home” for a visit. She will be here through the
third week in December.

Pacesetters Christmas Party

The Pacesetters Christmas party will be on Tues-
day, December 11th at 6 pm. Please bring finger
foods along with a $5-$10 gift to exchange.

Ladies Bible Class

The Wednesday morning Ladies Bible Class will
not meet the rest of this year. It will resume on
January 9th.
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Your Friends at Life Line Screening
SECOND SUNDAY
IS TODAY!

Visitors. please stay
as our guests.

The Unchurched?

American churches are in a state of change. Churches
are busily reinventing themselves to appeal to what has
become known as “the unchurched.” In earlier days we
(like Jesus) divided humanity into “saved” and “lost”
columns. Such terminology now is politically incorrect
and hence discarded by mainstream religious leaders.

In the midst of the change crisis, churches are jostling

each other trying to discover what it is that the

“unchurched” are looking for. Lots of pontification has

been going on without much hard evidence. Thom S.

Rainer in his recently released book, 1(

7 , has done some research
with people who claimed no faith and then came to
some faith. So he is not describing people who merely
changed churches, but those who have moved from
unbelief to belief.

I think we can learn from Dr. Rainer’s research and his

insights. So what do the “unchurched” say motivates

them?

e 90% said “Preaching” was a factor in choosing a
church. That’s odd. We have been told repeatedly
that few cared about the preaching. Interestingly
enough, the preacher did not have to be a dynamic
or charismatic leader, but they did enjoy a good
speaker.

e 90% said that a clean, “well maintained facility”
was one of the important items they considered.

e 88% mentioned “Doctrines” as a factor in their
choices. Again, this runs against the grain of the
popular understanding that “people just want to
feel good and do good things.”

e 81% said that the “Name of the church” did not
influence their decision. (Remember, we’re talk-
ing about unchurched, not church shoppers, and
the titles of the churches didn’t influence their de-
cision much.)

e 49% stated that “Friendliness” of the members

influenced them. Obviously, we ought to pay at-

tention to this quality. An interesting point is that
most churches thought they were friendly, but
many of the unchurched said they weren’t!

11% said “Worship Style/Music” was a factor.

(Perhaps we have been oversold on how important

this is.)

Well, this sounds like the old story of the men arguing

about how many teeth a particular horse had.

(continues in next column.)

prayer Concerns

Lucille Townsley - Abilene Regional,
room 5041.

Betty Kennamer - Hendrick, room 6610
surgery Wednesday on her left knee went well.

Shirley Roland is in Abilene Regional having
tests done.

Emma Longley had surgery on Thursday that
focused on structural repairs and cosmetic work.

Bart Crisman has a tumor on his pancreas con-
stricting his bile duct. He will have a procedure
Monday to have a stint put in and to biopsy the
tumor.

Others needing our continuous prayers include
Mike Northrup, Ruth Spillers, Meredith Sut-
ton, Homer & Yvonne Lee, Phyllis Sparks,
Fred & Gladine Stirman, Kinney Mabry,
Geraldine Hill’s sister Yvonne Balkcom and
niece both suffering from breast cancer, Yvonne
Lee’s sister Viola Griffith, Al Watkins’ mother
Sue, and Viola Hopkins’ great-grandson Jack-
son Pearson

(continued from previous column)
They argued for hours and only stopped when one of
the men thought about opening the horse’s mouth
and counting the teeth. What a revolutionary idea
that was. Some would prefer to imagine what they
think the reasons are, and then design a strategy
based on those mistaken ideas.
So let’s open the horse’s mouth and count the teeth
before we start taking action.
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